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Abstract

Proposal to Improve Korea’s Graduated Response System by 

Newly Established Copyright Protection Commission

29) Lee, Dae-Hee*

  Under the Korea’s Copyright Act, the Minister of MCST may order ISPs to 

delete illegal files of work on its network, to warn infringers of copyright 

infringement, to suspend the infringer’s account up to six months, and to shut 

down all or parts of the bulletin board up to six months, parts of which may 

be called the graduated response system. The Korea Copyright Commission 

may also recommend ISPs to delete, to warn, and to suspend the account. 

Korea’s graduated response system was legislated in 2009, and intended to 

target the webstorage system and P2P file sharing. The amendment of the 

Act in 2016 newly establishes the Korea Copyright Protection Commission, 

and the Copyright Deliberation Committee in it. The Commission and the 

Committee will be involved in the implementation of the graduated response 

system on behalf of the Korea Copyright Commission.

  While the graduated response system has helped to deter copyright 

infringement since the first implementation in 2009, there are some defects 

impeding its effective and efficient implementation. This paper proposes how 

to improve the Korea’s graduated response system. It proposes to streamline 

the order and the recommendation, to fix the account suspension period for 

six months, to ask for copyright owners to be deeply involved in the 

implementation, and to revitalize the shutting down of bulletin boards. And 

it recommend that the Commission and the Committee implement and revitalize 

the Korea’s graduated response system.
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